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  Accredita,on	
  for	
  Party	
  Conference
Yeovil,	
  Brent	
  and	
  42	
  conference	
  representa,ves

(No	
  amendments	
  were	
  accepted	
  to	
  this	
  mo2on,	
  and	
  the	
  mo2on	
  was	
  clearly	
  carried.)	
  

Mover:	
  	
  Stephen	
  Gilbert	
  MP
Summa,on:	
  	
  David	
  Grace

Conference	
  accepts	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  physical	
  security	
  measures	
  to	
  protect	
  those	
  aEending	
  but	
  does	
  
not	
  accept	
  that	
  such	
  measures	
  can	
  interfere	
  with	
  the	
  democra,c	
  decision-­‐making	
  processes	
  of	
  a	
  
poli,cal	
  party.	
  

Conference	
  affirms	
  that	
  Liberal	
  Democrats	
  have	
  always	
  defended	
  and	
  promoted	
  the	
  
fundamental	
  rights	
  of	
  freedom	
  of	
  associa,on	
  and	
  assembly,	
  protected	
  by	
  Ar,cle	
  11	
  of	
  the	
  
European	
  Conven,on	
  of	
  Human	
  Rights,	
  by	
  Ar,cle	
  12	
  of	
  the	
  Charter	
  of	
  Fundamental	
  Rights	
  of	
  
the	
  European	
  Union	
  and	
  by	
  Ar,cle	
  22	
  of	
  the	
  Interna,onal	
  Covenant	
  on	
  Civil	
  and	
  Poli,cal	
  Rights.	
  

Conference	
  recalls	
  that:

a)	
  	
  The	
  preamble	
  to	
  the	
  party	
  cons,tu,on	
  states	
  that	
  "We	
  will	
  at	
  all	
  ,mes	
  defend	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  
speak,	
  write,	
  worship,	
  associate	
  and	
  vote	
  freely...".	
  

b)	
  	
  The	
  party's	
  general	
  elec,on	
  manifesto	
  specifically	
  proclaimed	
  "The	
  best	
  way	
  to	
  combat	
  
terrorism	
  is	
  to	
  prosecute	
  terrorists,	
  not	
  give	
  away	
  hard-­‐won	
  Bri,sh	
  freedoms".	
  

Conference	
  therefore	
  condemns	
  the	
  system	
  of	
  police	
  accredita,on	
  adopted	
  for	
  this	
  conference	
  
which	
  requires	
  party	
  members	
  to	
  disclose	
  personal	
  data	
  to	
  the	
  police	
  and	
  which	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  
enable	
  the	
  police	
  to	
  advise	
  that	
  certain	
  party	
  members	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  allowed	
  to	
  aEend.	
  

Conference	
  therefore	
  calls	
  upon:

1.	
  	
  The	
  Parliamentary	
  Party	
  and	
  Liberal	
  Democrat	
  Ministers	
  to	
  ques,on	
  the	
  current	
  police	
  
guidance	
  on	
  accredita,on	
  and	
  to	
  seek	
  to	
  persuade	
  the	
  Home	
  Office	
  to	
  change	
  guidance	
  on	
  
current	
  prac,ce	
  to	
  reflect	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  associa,on	
  and	
  assembly	
  and	
  the	
  internal	
  democracy	
  of	
  
all	
  poli,cal	
  par,es.

2.	
  	
  The	
  Federal	
  Conference	
  CommiEee	
  to	
  nego,ate	
  security	
  arrangements	
  for	
  future	
  
conferences	
  which	
  protect	
  the	
  privacy	
  of	
  members'	
  personal	
  data	
  and	
  which	
  respect	
  the	
  party's	
  
cons,tu,on	
  and	
  internal	
  democracy.	
  

3.	
  	
  The	
  Party	
  President	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  conference	
  arrangements	
  respect	
  Ar,cle	
  6	
  of	
  the	
  federal	
  
cons,tu,on	
  which	
  provides	
  that	
  Local	
  Par,es	
  elect	
  representa,ves	
  and	
  that	
  no	
  other	
  body	
  
within	
  or	
  without	
  the	
  party	
  has	
  the	
  power	
  to	
  exclude	
  in	
  advance	
  their	
  aEendance	
  at	
  conference.
Applicability:	
  Federal.


