ENGLISH LIBERAL DEMOCRATS APPEALS PANEL
We understand that you may wish to appeal to the above panel.  Please complete the form below so we can understand your appeal. As part of our processes, we will use this form, and any follow up information requested, to determine if the panel should hear your appeal. 
To help you in completing this form. we list below the matters about which you can ask this panel to adjudicate:
	· Any dispute over the interpretation of the Articles of the English Liberal Democrats;

	· Any claim that the rights under the Articles of the English Liberal Democrats of a member or of a Party body have been infringed, provided that no appeal may be brought under this paragraph where there is another appropriate appeal procedure;

	· Any dispute between the Liberal Democrats in England and a Regional or Local Party, or between Regional Parties or between Local Parties in different Regions;

	· Any matter expressly so provided by the Articles of the English Liberal Democrats or by rules made under those articles. 
The EAP is expressly granted authority for the following appeals:
· Appeals concerning internal elections under the English Party Election Regulations. The Constitution of The Liberal Democrats in England (1.7) sets out the rules governing internal elections. Thus, the rules follow those in the Federal Election Regulations.
· Appeals concerning refusal of membership, under Article 6.5 of the Membership Rules appended to the Constitution of The Liberal Democrats in England


The Standards Office provides administrative support only and cannot comment on the subject matter of an appeal to avoid any perception of bias or influence over the outcome.


You can extend the boxes below while answering the questions. Before proceeding you may wish to look at the FAQs on our website.

Your details
	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Party membership number
	



The basic facts of your case
	1. Please state clearly and succinctly the event(s), ruling(s) or issue(s) that you dispute.
You can explain the reasons why you dispute later, on this form.

	






	2. With which Party body or officer(s) are you in dispute (include names if appropriate).

	







3. What other steps have you taken to resolve this matter? Please include details of previous appeals made (if any) and the body to which the appeal was made, with a timeline of the previous appeals. 
	









Timelines
	4. What were the key dates of the events, rulings or issues that you dispute?
(a) Appeals against decisions of a Returning Officer at Regional or State Level must be referred to the English Appeals Panel within fourteen days of those decisions. 
(b) For refusal of membership the appeal must be made within one calendar month of the date of the meeting when the refusal was decided.
(c) Appeals against the removal of a candidate from a list by the English Candidates Committee must be made in writing within fourteen days of the applicant being advised of the removal.
(d) For all other appeals, unless there are exceptional circumstances, the English Appeals Panel deals only with appeals that are lodged, via this form, within six weeks of the event, ruling or issue to be determined subject the right of the panel to extend this time in exceptional circumstances.  
The time limits apply from the date(s) of the event, ruling or issue to the date that you lodge this form either electronically or by post (the date of the email or the post mark will be the date of your appeal).


	







	5. For appeals under 4(d) only are you claiming that there are exceptional circumstances to hear your appeal after the time limit has expired? 
Delete as appropriate: Yes / No

	


	

	Standards Office staff cannot alter deadlines. Any request for an extension either on this form or in any other correspondence must be explicitly stated; it will be brought to the Case Manager for a decision.


	6. If you have entered Yes in 5 above, please explain why the circumstances were exceptional.

	











More detailed information about your case and your evidence
	7. Why do you think the decision about the event, ruling or issue taken by the Party body or officer(s) was wrong? 
Please note that we will not simply rehear your case if it has been heard elsewhere. You must provide grounds for your appeal.

	










	8. Please list the documents that you are submitting to support your case.
List the names that you have given to the files you are submitting and a brief description of their contents, stating their relevance to the case. For example, your entry might read:
JPEG21406, copy of a Focus from December, which supports my point about [X]
If supporting evidence is not provided, the EAP may decline to progress the appeal until it is submitted. By submitting the form, you accept that no further material can be added unless specifically requested by the Case Manager or Panel. Should further information be required, you will receive an email requesting that information via the Standards Office.

	









Remedies
	9. What remedies are you seeking? 
Please note that we do not deal with disciplinary matters.

	







Legal action
	10. Are you in the process of, or currently considering, legal action in relation to this matter? 
Delete as appropriate: Yes / No
	 
	

	If your answer is yes, then your case will be put on hold until you confirm that all legal action has been resolved, and that no further legal matters are pending. This is done to avoid prejudicing any legal matters.


Submission information
Return this form and your supporting evidence no later than the time limits stated in 4 above to: standardsofficer@libdems.org.uk or by post to Office of the English Party, LDHQ, First Floor, 66 Buckingham Gate, London, SW1E 6AU. 
Any decision of the Panel shall, subject to any right of appeal under the Federal Constitution, be final and binding on all concerned. The Panel shall publish any decisions which, in the opinion of the Chair, are likely to be of value as a precedent, and may publish all other decisions in summary form.
Confirmation from you
I confirm that I have read all the advice given in this form and have answered honestly and accurately to the best of my knowledge and belief.
	Date

	Signature



