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Conference Daily
Autumn Conference, Bournemouth 
20–23 September 2025

Timetable and Contents

Information from the Federal Conference Committee for Monday 22 September. 
Please read in conjunction with the Agenda & Directory and Conference Extra.

09.00–09.45  F31 Policy Motion: Making the EU–UK Reset  Count

09.45–11.05  F32 Policy Motion: Leading the Way (Policy Review)

11.05–11.20  F33  Speech: Victoria Collins MP 

11.20–14.10   Lunch break and fringe

14.10–14.40  F34 Policy Motion: Protecting the Rights of Hong Kongers 

14.40–14.55  F35 Speech: Calum Miller MP 

14.55–15.40  F36 Question and Answer Session: ReformWatch

15.40–16.20  F37 Policy Motion: Ending Fleecehold and the Great Property Rip–Off

16.20–17.00  F38 Policy Motion: Improving Access to Justice 

17.00–17.30  F39 Policy Motion: Never Again – Justice for Contaminated Blood Victims

17.30–18.00  F40 Policy Motion: Certainty for Ukrainian Children Living in the UK

If no page number is indicated next to a session or item of business, there are no changes or 
additional information to that in the Conference Agenda & Directory or Conference Extra.

Please note that timings are approximate only. Some items of business may occur earlier than 
indicated. Members wishing to speak are requested to submit a speaker’s card as soon as possible

Free wifi details:
BIC
Network name: _LibDems2025
No password needed - follow 
instructions 

The Highcliff Marriott
Network name: 
Marriott_Bonvoy_Conference
Password: Conference2025
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F20 Report: Parliamentary Parties 

F21 Constitutional Amendment: Election   
 of State Party Representatives

F22 Policy Motion: Connecting    
 Communities – Building a Transport   
 Network for the 21st Century

F27 Policy Motion: For People, For Planet   
 (Climate Policy Paper)

F28 Constitutional Amendment: Federal   
 Council Decision–Making

F29 Business Motion: Membership    
 Subscription and Federal Levy

F30 Policy Motion: This Land is Your Land   
 – Restoring Public Paths Through   
 Nature

Report back for Sunday 21 September
Received

Passed

Passed

Defeated

Passed (Amendment One Passed)

Passed (Amendment One and Two 
Passed, Amendment Three Defeated)

Passed (Amendment One and Two 
Passed, Amendment Three Defeated)

Left Luggage
A left luggage facility will be available at the Highcliff Marriott 

between 08.00 and 17.00 on Tuesday 23 September. Please note that 
capacity is limited and will be available on a first-come first-served 

basis. A charge of £2 per item will apply.
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Conference App
Download our Conference App for Autumn Conference, with great
features such as:

• My Schedule (the easiest way to plan your conference)
• A searchable Fringe Guide and Agenda
• Conference Extra and Conference Daily as they are published

Download the official Liberal
Democrat Conference App on the
App Store and Google Play Store!

The App is now live!
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Agenda Updates
Monday 22 September
F31  Making the EU-UK Reset Count

Aide: Lord Mohammed; Hall Aide: Paul McGarry.

Amendment One

12 members
Mover:  Mike Martin MP
Summation: To be announced

After III. (line 40) insert: 

IV. Failing to secure guaranteed UK access to the EU’s Security Action 
for Europe (SAFE) fund.

After 7. (line 85) insert: 

8. Urgently securing the UK’s access to the EU’s SAFE fund, enabling 
the UK defence industry to better support collective European 
rearmament efforts.

Amendment Two

12 members
Mover:  David Chalmers
Summation: To be announced

After V. (line 42) insert: 

V. No clear plan for quickly moving towards negotiating, agreeing and 
implementing a SPS deal, despite the benefits this would deliver 
for British businesses.

Delete 1. (lines 63-65), and insert: 

1. Accelerating the timeline for securing and implementing a SPS 
agreement with the EU to 2026, providing greater certainty for UK 
exporters.

2. Launching a national campaign outlining the requirements for UK 
citizens travelling to Europe after the introduction of the Entry/Exit 
Scheme, and providing them with greater clarity on when they will 
be able to use airport e–gates across the EU.
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Background briefing

This motion updates and develops policy on EU-UK regulation and 
cooperation, and the Youth Mobility Scheme.

It builds on existing policy as set out in the 2024 General Election Manifesto, 
For a Fair Deal, Policy Paper 144, Rebuilding Trade and Cooperation with Europe
(2022), and motion The EU–UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement and the Future 
of the UK–EU Relationship (2021).

F32  Leading the Way (Policy Review)

The FCC has agreed to make the following drafting amendments to the motion:

Delete f) (lines 86-87), and insert: 

f) Respect and defend the rights of people of all races, religions or 
beliefs, sexes, sexual orientations and gender identities, disabled 
people, carers and care experienced individuals.

Amendment One

North East
Mover:  Abrial Jerram
Summation: Mackenzie Gregory

After K. (line 44),  insert:

L. Stark and persistent regional inequalities in productivity, incomes, 
health and educational opportunity.

After viii) (line 70), insert:

ix) Every region can thrive, with fair access to investment, skills and 
infrastructure so that opportunity is not determined by postcode.

x) Public investment decisions work to close regional gaps in pay, 
productivity, health and connectivity.

After 10. (line 118), insert:

11. Closing regional gaps in productivity, incomes, health and 
connectivity.
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Amendment Two

11 members
Mover:  Katharine Pindar
Summation: Cllr Wendy Taylor

After c) (line 81), insert:

d) End deep poverty within a decade.

Amendment Three

Liberal Democrat Campaign for Racial Equality
Mover:  Janice Turner
Summation: Dr Mohsin Khan

After 10. (line 118), insert:

11. Reducing racial inequality throughout the economy and society.

Amendment Four

12 members
Mover:  Callum Robertson
Summation: Simon McGrath

After 10. (line 118), insert:

11. Continue building on the work already undertaken to raise 
standards in education, giving young people a fighting chance in 
life.

Background briefing

This motion and the accompanying policy paper develop a programme for 
renewing our policy in the years ahead.
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F34  Protecting the Rights of Hong Kongers

Aide: Cllr Jon Ball (Vice Chair, FCC); Hall Aide: Charley Hasted.

Amendment One

12 members
Mover:  Bobby Dean MP
Summation: Nicholas Chan

After G. (line 39), insert:

Conference expresses its grave disappointment and concern that 
UK Government Ministers are continuing to travel to China for 
trade talks - including the Business Secretary in September 2025 - 
even as Beijing expands its campaign of transnational repression.

After 2. (line 65) insert: 

3. Suspend all further Ministerial visits to China until the bounties 
currently targeting Hong Kongers living in the UK are lifted, and 
Beijing provides reassurances that no more will be authorised.

Amendment Two

Sheffield
Mover:  Cllr Rob Reiss
Summation: Cllr Will Sapwell

After G. (line 39) insert: 

H. The increasing influence by the CCP on the content and framing of 
Chinese language education in the United Kingdom through both 
the increasing number of Confucius Institutes and known links 
between publishers of educational material and the CCP.

After III. (line 50) insert: 

IV. Hong Kongers have a distinct cultural and linguistic history and 
identity which should be celebrated and protected but is at risk of 
erasure. 

After 6. (line 83) insert: 

7. Commission an independent review into Chinese language public 
education to ensure inclusivity and editorial independence. 
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8. Establish separate and distinct Mandarin and Cantonese strands 
within the Chinese language education framework across both 
GCSEs and A-Levels, following the example set by SQA in Scotland. 

Applicability: Lines 10-15 of this amendment are England only.

Background briefing

This motion updates and develops policy on China-UK relations, pathways to 
UK citizenship for people of Hong Kong, and defending British democracy.

It builds on existing policy as set out in the 2024 General Election Manifesto, 
For a Fair Deal, motion China: A Strategy for the UK (2022), motion The Uyghur 
Genocide (2021), and motion Hong Kong’s Future (2020).

F36  ReformWatch 

Chair: Tom Morrison MP.

F37  Ending Fleecehold and the Great Property Rip-Off

There will be a separate vote on the words "and commercial" in line 47.

Background briefing

This motion updates and develops policy on leasehold reform and building 
safety.

It builds on existing policy as set out in the 2024 General Election Manifesto, 
For a Fair Deal, motion Implementing the Recommendations of the Grenfell Tower 
Inquiry Phase 2 Report (2024), and Policy Paper 155, Tackling the Housing Crisis
(2023).

F38  Improving Access to Justice

Amendment One

12 members
Mover:  Victoria Collins MP
Summation: To be announced

After J. (line 46) insert:

K. In April 2025, the Legal Aid Agency suffered a serious cyber attack 
that compromised both providers’ financial data and hundreds of 
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thousands of applicants’ personal information - putting highly 
vulnerable people at risk of identity theft, fraud and even 
blackmail. 

After 5. (line 86) insert:

6. Publish a full post-incident review of the Legal Aid Agency data 
breach, including steps being taken to prevent a future breach and 
ensure that, where appropriate, compensation to victims is paid in 
a swift and timely manner.

Amendment Two

12 members
Mover:  Richard Foord MP
Summation: To be announced

After K. (line 50) insert: 

L. As the Hillsborough disaster revealed, victims of state cover-ups 
and scandals are often forced to navigate complex legal systems 
alone, compounding their trauma and delaying justice. 

M. Despite pledging to guarantee legal representation parity by April 
2025, via a full Hillsborough Law, the Government has failed to 
deliver this vital reform. 

After 6. (line 91), insert:

7. Immediately introduce the Hillsborough law in full to impose a 
proper statutory duty of candour on all public officials and 
guarantee parity of legal representation against public authorities 
for bereaved families.

Background briefing

This motion updates and develops policy on legal assistance and court 
backlogs.

It builds on existing policy as set out in the 2024 General Election Manifesto, 
For a Fair Deal, motion Swift Justice for Victims and Offenders (2022), and motion 
Restoring Access to Justice (2016).
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F39  Justice for Contaminated Blood Victims

Amendment One

17 members
Mover:  Cllr Tom Reeve
Summation: Ian Sollom MP

After a) (line 63) insert:

b) Immediately reversing the hasty and reckless decision to scrap 
key patient safety organisations like the Health Services Safety 
Investigations Body; whistleblowing and ‘speak up’ 
programmes and bodies such as the National Guardian; and 
organisations that promote the views, concerns and voice of 
patients like Healthwatch England and local Healthwatch 
organisations.

Background briefing

This motion updates and develops policy on medical scandals and 
compensation schemes.

It builds on existing policy as set out in the 2024 General Election Manifesto, 
For a Fair Deal, and Policy Paper 68, Healthy Communities, Healthy People
(2004).

F40  Certainty for Ukrainian Children Living in the UK

Amendment One

Sheffield
Mover:  Cllr Rob Reiss
Summation: Cllr Will Sapwell

After iii) (line 19) insert: 

iv) The almost 20,000 Ukrainian children abducted, forcibly 
transferred and adopted by Russia since 2014, an act that the 
United Nations has called a war crime and for which the 
International Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant.  

After 8. (line 66) insert:
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9. The UK Government to use every power available to it to support 
the return of those abducted Ukrainian children to their families 
and provide training and capability to the Ukrainian state for those 
returned to receive appropriate psychological healthcare.

Background briefing

This motion updates and develops policy on visas and pathways for indefinite 
leave for Ukrainians, and access to education and linguistic initiatives.

It builds on existing policy as set out in the 2024 General Election Manifesto, 
For a Fair Deal, motion Standing with Ukraine (2023), and motion A Sovereign 
Ukraine (2022).
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Spokespeople Q&A Sessions
There will be four Q&A sessions at conference where you can ask 
questions of our spokespeople. All sessions will take place in the 

Bournemouth International Centre (BIC). 

Monday 22nd September
15.30–16.30: Helen Morgan MP and Danny Chambers MP on Health and 

Care.

Meyrick Suite; Chair: Charley Hasted.

Emergency Motions F41
The two successful motions in the Emergency Motions ballot are:

A Liberal Vision for Digital Rights (F41 A)

Building a Fair Asylum System (F41 B)

These motions will be debated on Tuesday 23rd September between 
09.00–10.00.

Live Stream
The auditorium will be streamed at: www.libdems.org.uk/conference-live 
in case you miss any sessions or want to watch again!

Fringe Updates
Monday 22 September
Fringe Monday mid evening 19.45–21.00
National Housing Federation - CANCELLED

Supported housing in crisis: how we can save it  

Highcliff Marriott, Shaftesbury Suite

http://www.libdems.org.uk/conference-live
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Youth and Skills Day
Monday 22nd September

Venue: Tregonwell Hall, Bournemouth International Centre

13.00-14.00

Heathrow Airport and Youth Futures Foundation 
Gateway to a Rewarding Career: Skills and Apprenticeships

Panel Debate with Ian Sollom MP; Poorvi Patel and young apprentice, 
Heathrow; Sarah Yong, YFF, Sarah Porretta, Young Enterprise; Luke 

Maynard, City & Guilds.

14.30-15.15

In Conversation with DofE

Saieesha Balour, Youth Ambassador and Ruth Marvel, CEO, Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award with: Max Wilkinson MP and Wendy Chamberlain MP.

15.30-16.15

Youth Futures Foundation: where's the evidence, what works to 
support young people? The Inseparable Challenges of Mental Health 

and Youth Unemployment

Sarah Yong, YFF and Ceylon Hickman, Football Beyond Borders with: Josh 
Babarinde MP and Dr Danny Chambers MP.

16.30-17.30

Question Time Debate: Youth and Skills Day

Ruth Vaughan, YMCA Youth Ambassador to chair an audience debate 
with: Vikki Slade MP; Manuela Perteghella MP; Caroline Voaden MP;  Cllr 

Amanda Hopgood; Harvey Jones, Young Liberals.
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18.15-19.15

Evening Reception: Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and National Youth 
Agency. Enrichment through youth work reception. A celebration of 

hope and action.

Leigh Middleton, NYA; Ruth Marvel and DofE Youth Ambassador with: 
Munira Wilson MP; Max Wilkinson MP; Steff Aquarone MP.

Table-top exhibition throughout the day - all welcome

After writing a column in the TES for 11 years, John Howson 
retired and started a blog. This book brings together over 100 
posts from 2013, including those predicting the teacher supply 
crisis of recent years and reflecting on the coalition’s education 
policies, including free school meals policy announced at the 
Glasgow Conference in 2013. 

Available at Conference, this new book was written by John 
Howson, Vice President of the LDEA, 5 times a parliamentary 
candidate, 3 times police and crime commissioner candidate 

and county councillor in Oxfordshire for 12 years until this May. visit www. 
johnohowson.wordpress.com for current blog posts

Available as a paperback for £12 from the LDEA stall today. Limited supply, 
but any orders placed today will be available for collection by Tuesday.  Signed 
copies – add £5 donation to LDEA funds. To order online or after conference: 
email John Howson at dataforeducation@gmail.com or 07958 702292  Also 
available from Amazon as an ebook 

5.0 out of 5 stars English education in 2013 - key policy issues Reviewed August 
2025 A flavour of education policy developments in England during the year 2013 
written by an expert.


