Federal International Relations Committee Questions and answers

Alessandro Rossetti

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| have studied International Relations in Italy and my past work experience also include being a desk
officer for a governmental export agency and working in a multilateral development bank. In my current
line of work in the space sector | am also involved in several industry and multilateral initiatives to ensure
sustainability of space activities and to mitigate the issues created by mega constellation. So | believe
my past studies and working experience will help me working with political groups from other countries in
advancing our beliefs and policies.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

Within the party: | have been part of two LibDems policy working groups: on Science, Innovation &
Technology (2025) and Tackling the Climate Emergency (2019). For my local party in Haringey | have
also been part of the working group that drafted the Local Election Manifesto for 2018 and 2022
elections. As an elected Councillor, at the opposition, | also contribute to the group policy approach and |
have been responsible for the 'Culture and Leisure services' and 'Council Residents Services' briefs.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

| have joined the Liberal Democrats after Brexit in 2016, and have been elected Councillor in 2018. So |
support the party locally ( as a Councillor | do casework, council group work, local elections manifesto for
the local party, in my ward | do leafleting, canvassing, deliverers network management , Focus articles
and manage the ward Twitter/X account) and nationally (General Elections and London General
Assembly elections campaigns). And the work on Policy Working Groups | mention above.

Ann Keeling

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| have 40 years strategic leadership experience in international relations with senior posts in UK, Papua
New Guinea and Pakistan governments; UN (UNDP and UNFPA); Commonwealth; and as CEO of
global not-for-profit health organisations. My career has included posts (7 with diplomatic status) in
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, the Caribbean, Belgium, USA and UK, and short term
assignments in around 70 countries.,, | have led international delegations and negotiations representing
the UK government. While CEO of the International Diabetes Federation | formed a global NCD (Non
Communicable Diseases) Alliance which put NCDs (diabetes, cancers, heart and lung diseases) onto
the international development agenda.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?
| have extensive experience of advising on complex policy and negotiating positions. Three examples:
e 2002 — 2005 as Head of the DFID Policy Dept for EMAD (Europe, Middle East and Americas), |
advised Ministers on radical restructuring during the Iraq War.
e |n 2008 as Head of Gender Equality Policy, | led UK strategy on equality policy and new
Equalities legislation, coordinating across Whitehall, and reporting to Ministers of Women and
Equalities.



e Following the 1999 military coup in Pakistan, | joined the Pakistan government as Senior Adviser
and worked with UN/donors and women’s NGOs to design policy allocating 33% seats to women
in local elections. By 2005 Pakistan had a higher percentage of female Parliamentarians than UK.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?
| volunteer in the following capacities:
Charity Board Positions
e Chair, Board of Trustees, Age International since April 2018
e Trustee, Board of Age UK since March 2022
e Member, Board of Directors, CommonAge (Association for Ageing in the Commonwealth),
Australian registered charity, since June 2025
e Trustee, Board of MSI (Marie Stopes International) Reproductive Choices since June 2025
Community action
e Member of coordinating group on Violence Against Women and Girls in Eastbourne led by Lib
Dem Councillor Teri Sayers-Cooper
e Member of Feedbourners community group feeding the homeless in Eastbourne
Lib Dem
e Member of Liberal Voice for Women

Anna Battersby

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| have worked in international relations since the 1990s. This includes for the Party as Head of
International Office, and roles with the FCDO, the UN, the EU, and the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe. As a jurist and international governance specialist | have worked in Whitehall,
Westminster, Brussels, The Hague and in countries recovering from conflict such as Kosovo, North
Macedonia and Afghanistan. | have extensive hands-on experience working in diplomacy, strategy and
as part of ‘on-the-ground’ operations. This experience affords an understanding of the international
architecture, particularly in relation to the fields of justice and security and the civil-military relationship,
and in-depth knowledge of the EU.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

As a jurist and international governance specialist, | have significant experience advising on complex
policy. For example: | advised the EU Ambassador in Afghanistan on all aspects related to justice,
human rights and gender, and managed large programmes in these fields. This included working on the
Transitional Justice Action Plan, the National Action Plan for Women, and advising on international
community coordinated action (e.g. official positions, and donor conferences), as well as drafting relevant
sections of the EU Country Strategy Paper. | have provided advice and support on legal, policy and
strategic matters regarding the set-up and administration of a war crimes court, as well as civil
registration in a post-conflict country.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

As an enthusiastic supporter of the local party campaign, | am a member of the Truro and Falmouth
Executive Committee and part of the team currently reviewing the Development Plan. | am also an active
volunteer within my local community. | am a Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Climate Commissioner
supporting Cornwall’s call to action on climate change. | am also a Governor for the local Multi-Academy
Trust, steering group member of my community’s Ukrainian Support Project, and an active member of
my local environment group. | successfully spearheaded a Crowdfunder campaign to purchase our local



outdoor youth activity centre which the Conservative-led Council was about to close, a campaign which
raised £200,000 in three months.

Chris Platts

What is the most relevant experience you have had that makes you confident you can do this role
well?

I have no formal experience. Though | am a member of individual European Liberal Democrats from
different countries who meet regularly to discuss topical issues concerning European Union policy. | have
been involved in Europe wide research programme looking at the use of Volunteers in Probation. | am a
Volunteer for the Victim Support Europe Europe | oversee improving services for victims of crime in
various European countries. All of these require liaison with other nationalities.

What will you do, practically, to improve the Party’s approach to equality, equity, diversity and
inclusion?

I have been involved in a working group looking at improving the Liberal Democrats Abroad. | am
involved in a working group looking into possibilities for merging Liberal Democrats Europe and Liberal
Democrats in France. | am on the Liberal Democrats in France Executive and | have helped establish
various on line discussion groups, as well as discussing Liberal policy. | have also been involved in
developing policy for the National Association of Probation Officers

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

| have helped my brother get elected as Liberal Democrat councillor in Haywards Heath.I also helped
them out in the General election. | have been involved in various phone campaigns that includes getting
British people living in Europe to register to vote. | have also been involved in speaking to members
about renewing their membership of the Liberal Democrats.

David Chalmers

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| have served for the the past three years as Chair of FIRC and two years before that as Vice Chair,
which includes leading our delegations to meetings of ALDE and Liberal International. | worked for 10
years running the commercial operations of The Economist Group across Asia Pacific — based in Hong
Kong and China — awarded 2002 Queen’s Award for Enterprise. | have endeavoured to build a strong
team, giving us an influential voice on international stage — promoting our liberal values. My experience
developing relations and alliances has been key to our success with our sister parties and | am keen to
continue leading our international work -for members’ priorities to be heard.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

As Chair of FIRC | have sat on FPC for the past three years — contributing to the international aspects of
policy. | ensured that the Europe policy in last year’s General Election manifesto reflected the feedback
from our sister parties and helped craft a policy that was achievable and resonated with voters. Through
FIRC subcommittees we work with our parliamentary team to craft polices on many issues — notably
China that was adopted at conference and by many of our sister parties. | have sat on various policy
working groups and with my international team craft motions for meetings of ALDE and Liberal
International



What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

Last year | was elected to North Herts District Council, where since May | have been elected as Deputy
Group Leader and shadow on Local Government Reorganisation. Last year | stood in Fenland in
Cambridgeshire as our Parliamentary candidate. | campaigned across several constituencies in the
General Election. In May of this year | stood in the County elections and helped us to win control of Herts
County Council. I'm the Diversity Officer for my local party North Herts & Stevenage and regularly help
out in local by- election campaigns.

Doreen Huddart

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?
| have worked abroad for an NGO, plus advised them on strategies whilst back in the UK. Plus | served
for 8 years on the Committee of Regions, and served as an International Elections Monitor

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?
I've been a City Councillor for 29 years , holding a couple of varied portfolios e.g Housing & Health plus
I've served on two of the Party's Policy committees

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

I've been involved in canvassing & campaigning for 30 years, been a Regional Chair, an RCC and
served on the G8 panel and a Candidate Assessor for the Party | volunteer with a local Food Bank and a
Women's support Group

Eleanor Rylance

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| was a third-culture Frenglish child, so international relations started at age 6! At university, | chaired
Cambridge Young Europeans for a year. My working life as a languages teacher, then as freelance
translator meant | have always existed in, indeed sought out, multicultural environments. Current
community work includes chairing my community’s twinning association for the last 10 years. This has
involved a large amount of multilingual interactions and relationship-building over the last 17 years of
executive membership of the association. I've been a Lib Dem delegate to ALDE for 3 years, travelling
across Europe to meet with other delegates, develop relations with sister parties and work towards
consensus on key issues affecting Europe

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

I’'ve been an approved LibDem parliamentary candidate since 2018, during which time | have stood at
every level of UK governance from parish to European Parliament. In 2019 alone | stood for county,
Westminster and European elections. In that time I've been a panellist in multiple hustings and explained
our party policies on a range of issues in a simple way to sometimes quite hostile audiences. | was first
elected to my local district council in 2017, and as a back bencher frequently tabled motions that are
entirely in keeping with party policy-often on environmental matters as | am also a Green LibDem. | now
chair the district council so sadly can no longer table motions.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?



As detailed above, I've been a candidate and activist in multiple elections and campaigns since 2017. |
have helped on numerous Westminster by-elections, and have a strong track-record as a canvasser. I've
been local party Chair in that time, been a local party exec member for years, been on conference
committee for my region; | have been a member of LibDem European Group and an exec member for
many years now. | have been an ALDE delegate for the last 3 years and acted as Secretary of the
Federal International Relations Committee for a few months now.

Hannah Bettsworth

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| coordinate health policy projects on a day to day basis involving colleagues from both EU and non-EU
countries, including in North America and East Asia. In addition, | have been actively involved in the
geopolitics and trade teams in my day job, working on complex international issues. As | live in Brussels,
| represent the Liberal Democrats in a network of ALDE Party activists who live and work within the EU
policy environment. Within the Party, | am a member of the International Security working group and
have also participated in a previous iteration of the group, contributing to the Party’s approach to foreign
and security policy.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

My professional background is in health technology assessment and market access, where | regularly
research and analyse policy issues related to medical innovation in order to advise clients on launching
medicines in specific regulatory & reimbursement environments. This has equipped me with a strong
ability to navigate and advise on complex policy challenges. | have served 2 terms on both the Federal
International Relations Committee and as a Lib Dem delegate to the ALDE Council. Through this work, |
have helped navigate a rapidly evolving geopolitical context, building consensus with our liberal sister
parties while firmly defending Liberal Democrat values and positions, particularly on high-stakes issues
such as Ukraine, China, and Gaza.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you

done recently?

While | now live outside the UK and am less involved in on-the-ground campaigning, | remain an active
volunteer in the international Lib Dem community. Before emigrating after Brexit, | was a well-known
member of the Scottish Lib Dems, co-Chair of the Scottish Young Liberals, and stood as candidate for
Edinburgh Central in the 2016 Scottish Parliament elections. In Brussels, | regularly meet with
representatives of sister parties to share experiences and facilitate connections with Lib Dems who have
expertise in relevant policy areas. Within FIRC, | have contributed to our ongoing response to global
events and helped create opportunities for members to engage with international issues. | support our
delegation ahead of ALDE Councils.

Khadija Elmorabit

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

| serve as Non-Executive Vice President of Liberal International and President of the International
Network of Liberal Women, with UN ECOSOC consultative status. | lead international advocacy on
gender equality, human rights, and democracy at the UN and liberal platforms. Within the Party, | sit on
the LDO Executive and the International Security Working Group. I've also served on Liberal
International’s Fair-Trade and Human Rights Committees, consistently promoting liberal values and
principles globally.



What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex policy?

As an international consultant, | advise on political leadership, civic engagement, and gender inclusion in
Africa and MENA. I've developed training and policy for Govs, NGOs, etc. Within the Party, | contribute
to the International Security Working Group and helped via LDO draft the Women’s Rights motion on the
Istanbul Convention. At Liberal International, | draft resolutions on gender equality, human rights,
empowerment and trade, ensuring they reflect liberal democratic principles in global policymaking.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

| campaign for gender equality and women’s political participation through INLW, Liberal International,
and UN CSW. On the LDO Executive, | support outreach to overseas voters and represent diaspora
voices. | engage with liberal movements like ALN, AHLN, IFLRY. This year, | spoke at Wilton Park,
RenewPAC in Abidjan, UN CSW in New York, and signed a peace education MOU in South Korea at the
HWPL Peace Summit and International Women’s Peace Conference, amplifying underrepresented
voices globally.

Larry Ngan

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

At FIRC, | worked with colleagues at the 2024 ALDE Congress to build alliances with sister parties,
showcasing the Liberal Democrats’ voice in Europe. Together, we secured Baroness Brinton’s re-election
as ALDE Vice President. On policy, | contributed to the EU-China working group, highlighting strategies
to counter China’s assertiveness and misinformation. We also championed strong LGBT rights during
the Vice President hustings, projecting the inclusive, liberal values we stand for. Beyond politics, |
promoted international affairs to younger generations - from a York University Q&A (March 2025) to
Turner Schools radio during the 2024 GE - recognising that engaging future voters is vital for sustaining
our liberal, internationalist vision.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

| have advanced China policy by framing China in the triumvirate bloc with Russia and Iran, exposing
links from disinformation campaigns in Europe to Russia’s aggression in Ukraine. | backed this strategy
with democratic support, campaigning for and passing F34 Protecting Hong Kongers’ Rights (2025) and
F31 Hong Kong’s Future (2020). | have also shaped policy on the Belt and Road Initiative and Trump-era
challenges, leading to the motion UK Response on Trump (March 2025) and international security
papers (March 2024). My work continues in the policy group Defending and Strengthening British
Democracy, tackling disinformation from China and Russia.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

Recently | campaigned on policy motion F34, opposing China’s transnational repression in the UK and
the proposed Embassy Complex in Tower Hamlets. Working with LD Friends of Hong Kong, we raised
awareness through an exhibition stand at Autumn Conference - our motion passed, and our advocacy
won Best Party Body Stand. As Chair of LD Friends of Hong Kong, | have built grassroots support by
engaging young Hong Kongers in liberal values and casework, encouraging many to step into politics.
Several are now standing as Lib Dem council candidates, and | continue to mentor and support them
with the team to succeed and make an impact.




Rowan Fitton

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

Over the last 7 years | have had extensive experience working within European Liberal Youth (LYMEC).
Through this work | have developed strong experience in cooperating with liberal colleagues and partner
organisations across Europe. Additionally, | have been increasingly more involved in the Lib Dem’s work
in ALDE over the past several months as the Young Liberal’s representative on FIRC. More broadly, |
have just started a PhD in International Relations and have a strong knowledge base of international
relations from both a theoretical and practical standpoint. | have a strong ability to critically analyse
issues in international relations and navigate a range of issues on the global level.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex Policy?

| acted as the penholder for the Young Liberal’s recent conference motion on Certainty for Ukrainian
Children Living in the UK, which was passed into policy at the most recent conference. | guided this
motion through the drafting working with colleagues across the party and | also worked with colleagues
from Ukrainian sister parties to ensure that the full range of perspectives were considered. | also have
professional experience handling policy, having previously worked as a policy caseworker for a Lib Dem
MP. In this role, | managed enquiries from constituents on a wide range of policy matters and advised on
appropriate responses. | also sit on FPC’s working group on international security, which covers a
complex and varied area of policy.

What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

Having worked for ALDC as a campaigns and communications intern, | have extensive experience
campaigning within the party and understand many of the internal workings of an effective campaign.
Furthermore, | was actively involved as a volunteer in successful general election campaign in Hazel
Grove. | am also actively involved as a volunteer and committee member at various levels of the party,
especially in my local party in Lancaster and Morecambe. Beyond this, | am also looking to volunteer
more in my local community, having recently applied to become a school governor for a local school in
Morecambe.

Tanvir Ahmad

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of international relations?

I hold both Honours and Masters degrees in International Relations, which have shaped my
understanding of how history, diplomacy, and global challenges intersect. Professionally, | have spent
over 20 years working in technology, business, and sustainability across global markets - forging
partnerships in Europe, the US, Asia, and Latin America. This has given me first-hand insight into the
interconnected nature of globalisation, trade, and international cooperation. As the Scottish Liberal
Democrat candidate for Dundee City East, | also bring a political perspective, connecting global issues
like energy security and trade with the challenges faced in Scotland and the UK.

What experience do you have, inside or outside the Party, of advising on complex policy?

In my career, | have worked at senior leadership level in technology and telecoms, where | was
responsible for shaping and advising on complex strategies that balanced regulation, innovation, and
international business priorities. This has included policy engagement with governments bodies and
regulators such as OFCOM; and global organisations. Within the Party, | have contributed to discussions
around sustainability, trade, and democracy, bringing together both academic knowledge and practical
experience. | have also published on Liberal Democrat Voice.



What campaigning and/or volunteering activities within (or beyond) the Party have you done
recently?

| am an active campaigner within the Scottish Liberal Democrats. As the parliamentary candidate for
Dundee City East, | am leading local campaigning on issues such as poverty, jobs, housing, and
healthcare. | also serve as an Executive member of the Angus & Mearns Liberal Democrats, helping to
build grassroots support and strengthen the Party’s voice in the North East. Beyond politics, | have a
record of volunteering, including managing a youth centre for minority communities and been involved in
fundraising for national and local charities. My approach has always been community-first, building trust
and delivering practical results.




