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Michael Berwick-Gooding is a founder
member of the Party and was a member of his
two Regional Executives for 21 years, having
served as Regional Vice Chair and Chair of
the Regional Constitutional Working Party and
then later of the Region’s Local Parties Panel.
He was a member of the English Council for
over 15 years including some years as a
member of the English Council Executive and
being a member of the English Constitutional
Working Party. He was a Borough Councillor
for four years and has held almost every
position on his local executive as well as being
the General Election Agent.

He has submitted motions and amendments to
motions to all Conferences since 2018. In the
past he provided for circulation to all Federal
Policy Committee members a detailed paper
spelling out policies developments in the areas
of poverty, health care, social care, housing,
training, unemployment and government
finance. This influenced the remit of three
working groups. He has worked with a
member of the Fairer Society Working Group
in developing the Fairer Society Policy Paper
and worked mainly on policies to relieve
poverty. He has written articles on Liberal
Democrat Voice including some joint ones.
Last year in Brighton he moved an
amendment to increase the amount people
can earn before they lose their Carer’s
Allowance, based on hours at the National
Living Wage, as suggested by the Carer
Poverty Coalition, and this was passed.

Michael is an elected member of the Social
Liberal Forum Council.

Michael is a social liberal and if elected he
wants to work with like-minded members to
have policies which appeal to voters of middle
England who are either ex-Labour voters or
ex-Conservative voters. We need to have
policies which appeal to people who voted
Labour in 2024 so we can both squeeze the
Labour vote and increase the number of
second places to Labour at the next general
election.

He will also try to ensure it is the Federal
Policy Committee which submits policy papers
rather than its supporting spokesperson
papers. He would also work to strengthen
policy papers with social liberal and radical
content.

All members of FPC are elected and need to
be accountable to their electorate. Therefore it
is important that the electorate can know the
views of members expressed at meetings of
FPC. Michael would hope to enable this to
happen over the next term of office.

He hopes to change the way people are
selected for policy working groups so each
working group includes at least one person
from each region and from Wales and from
Scotland (assuming someone applies from
each one).

If you have any questions please
email Michael at the following
address:
mbgooding@yahoo.co.uk
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Michael Berwick-Gooding for Federal Policy Committee

Three reasons to give Michael your first choice vote:

Longstanding party member and former Councillor with a track record of
getting things done at local, regional and national level,

Campaigning for a more inclusive approach to policy making, involving a

broader mix of party members;

A focus on radical, social liberal ideas that draw on our party's principles and

values.

A Liberal Society is in my view one where
everyone is free to be themselves and fulfil their
potential, where no-one lives in poverty, is held
back by health issues, by discrimination, or by
the lack of the education or training needed for
them to obtain a job right for them; where
everyone who wants one has a home of their
own, where everyone who wants a job has one,
where everyone is free to decide how to live their
lives, so long as they don’t cause harm to others,
where there is an active effective state, where
there is a strong welfare safety-net that ensures
no-one is forced to live in destitution, where the
government trusts people to make the best
choices for themselves, where people have real
power, where the powerful are held to account,
and in which the challenges of climate change
are tackled.
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We need to reverse the drift of the Party towards
economic liberalism which could be seen in the
revised fiscal rules that ended up in last year’s
Manifesto. They were very similar to the Labour
Party’s, who after only four months had to amend
them. The Party’s spending plans should be as
generous as they were in 2019 and not as
disappointing as those in 2024.

If you wish the Federal Policy Committee to be
different, presenting more radical policies to
Conference, you should vote for people who aren’t
part of the establishment within the party and who
want the same outcome as | do.

Voting for those who are elected early will mean that
your vote will count as a fraction of a whole vote
when it is transferred from a successful candidate.
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Please give your first preference vote to
MICHAEL BERWICK-GOODING



