Counting STV elections with constraints

Following Autumn Conference 2025, an amendment has been made to the Election Regulations to
include a new Article #6

At least one month before the count in an election for federal committees or Federal Council as defined in
paragraph 1, the Returning Officer shall publish a written description of the counting method to be used
to ensure that results are compliant with Articles 2.5, 2.6 and 2.7 of the constitution and that the
provisions of paragraph 53 regarding casual vacancies are met.

Applicability

These rules apply to Federal Elections and where a decision has been taken to use the Federal
Election Regulations for other elections. They are relevant to committee posts where one or more
constraints are applied. This will typically be for one of two reasons:

e Constraints applied to achieve the minimum representation requirements under Articles 2.5,
2.6 and 2.7 of the Federal Constitution (paragraph 55a of the Election Regulations for ALDE
elections);

e Constraints applied when filling a casual vacancy, to ensure that no other previously elected
representative is excluded.

These rules are consistent with those described in ERS 97" and are to be used in addition to them.

Definition of Constraints
For each committee to be elected, constraints shall be defined in accordance with:

e The requirements for minimum representation defined in the Constitution;
e Inthe case of a recount to fill a casual vacancy, the requirement to ensure that no other
previously elected representative is excluded.

The following are defined as attributes:

e Protected characteristics listed in Articles 2.5 and 2.6 of the Constitution?, subject to the
provisions of the Equality Act 2010 in accordance with Article 2.4;
e Previously elected (when filling a casual vacancy).

Each candidate may have zero, one or more attributes, identified in the nomination process (or
self-evident for those previously elected).

Each constraint shall comprise:

e An attribute;

e The minimum number of candidates to be elected with that attribute: this shall be the lower
of the number required by the constitution and the number of candidates with that
attribute.

' Electoral Reform Society: How to conduct an election by the Single Transferable Vote, 3rd Edition, 1997
2 For ALDE elections, see paragraph 55a of the Election Regulations.



https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/latest-news-and-research/publications/how-to-conduct-an-election-by-the-single-transferable-vote-3rd-edition/

The constraint is met if the number of elected candidates with that attribute is greater than or
equal to the minimum number. The result is compliant if all constraints are met.

Application of constraints

The counting software shall enable the constraints and candidate attributes to be entered to
achieve these rules.

At each stage of the count:

1. A continuing candidate whose election at that stage would make a compliant result
impossible shall be excluded®.

a. Where a single stage would result in more than one candidate being elected, for the
purposes of this rule they shall be considered elected one at a time, starting with the
candidate with the highest number of votes at that stage (and breaking any ties using
the rule for exclusions in ERS 97), with the test above applied after electing each
candidate.

2. A continuing candidate whose exclusion at that stage would make a compliant result
impossible shall be protected. If an exclusion is required, the candidate or candidates to be
excluded shall be chosen by applying the rule for exclusions in ERS 97 to the continuing
candidates who are not protected.

a. Where a single stage would result in more than one candidate being excluded, for the
purposes of this rule they shall be considered excluded one at a time, starting with
the candidate with the lowest number of votes at that stage (and breaking any ties
using the rule for exclusions in ERS 97), with the test above applied after excluding
each candidate.

3. Inthe exceptional case that more candidates are protected than the number to be elected,
then once all non-protected candidates have been excluded, at any subsequent stage where
an exclusion is required, a protected candidate shall be excluded by applying the following
principles in order:

i. When filling a casual vacancy, no previously elected candidate shall be excluded;

ii. The result shall minimise the total shortfall* across all constraints;

iii. The candidate with the lowest number of votes at that stage shall be excluded
(breaking any ties using the rule for exclusions in ERS 97).

A decision has not yet been taken on the quotas in 2.5 and 2.6. Further information will be made
available on the website as soon as possible.

% Note that all candidates should be considered for exclusion under para 1 (or protection under para 2), whether or
not they are due to be elected (excluded) at that stage.

4 If a constraint is not met, the shortfall is the difference between the number of elected candidates with that
attribute and the minimum number.



