
International Security working group – remit 
 
Last year, the party endorsed a wide-ranging policy paper on international security covering 
defence and security, diplomacy, international development and soft power. We knew then 
that a second Trump presidency would pose big new challenges. 
 
Now that the grave threats to the future of NATO, European security and more are starting to 
become clear – and will continue to evolve – this working group will review Policy Paper 157, 
Liberal Values in a Dangerous World, and update it in light of the world as it is today. 
 
In particular, it will take into account of: 

●​ The US government becoming a less predictable and reliable ally, particularly on 
defence, intelligence and in the global economy 

●​ The impact of emboldened authoritarian regimes in Russia, China and Iran – 
particularly in their willingness to operate extra-territorially 

●​ Trends towards autocracy and authoritarianism in other countries, and the threat they 
pose to democratic values 

●​ Ongoing developments in military and security technology, including advances in 
artificial intelligence 

●​ The importance of UK leadership on defence and security in Europe and the 
Commonwealth 

●​ The value of new possible defence partnerships, such as the proposed CANZUK 
grouping of the UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand 

●​ The interplay between security and economics in the conduct of international affairs 
 
It will also build on the policy motion The UK's Response to Trump, passed at Spring 
Conference 2025. 
 
This group will, as a top priority, develop up to three headline policies on international 
security that the party can communicate widely to help elect as many Liberal Democrats as 
possible – especially at the next general election. 
 
It will take evidence and consult widely both within and outside the party. This evidence 
should inform the group’s proposals, which will be presented alongside an analysis of costs 
and an Equalities Impact Assessment.   
 
A policy paper of no longer than 10,000 words should be produced for debate at Autumn 
Conference 2026. Prior to that a consultative session should be held at Spring Conference 
2026, and a draft policy paper should be presented to the Federal Policy Committee by June 
2026. 
 
Given the rapidly changing global situation, the group may decide to propose an interim 
policy motion for debate at Spring Conference 2026. 

 

https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/papers/spring-2024/liberal-values-in-a-dangerous-world
https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/spring-2025/f14
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