July 2026

Remit — Rural Communities

People in rural areas have been taken for granted for years by both Conservative and Labour
Governments. As a result, rural communities frequently suffer from limited economic opportunities,
and second class services, infrastructure and community assets.

This can be seen in worse health outcomes in rural areas, a lack of visible policing, worse internet
and mobile phone infrastructure, and a lack of educational opportunities.

This working group will develop policies to tackle these problems, in a way that communicates our
values and helps to secure the election of as many Liberal Democrats as possible at local, regional
and national level, in order to promote our vision of society.

The group will specifically consider:

e The changing nature of rural jobs and the rural economy, including protecting employment
and businesses, and the building of physical and digital infrastructure.

e The challenges of service provision, public goods, transport and connectivity, and necessities
such as affordable housing, with a view to giving people in rural areas the same level of
access to essential services as those in urban and suburban areas.

e The impact of devolution of power on rural areas, particularly with regard to the funding and
investment gap between city regions and rural areas.

® The special needs of very remote areas.

Tackling loneliness and social isolation in rural communities.

e How issues experienced by rural communities can be given due prominence in the
institutional structures of government.

e How to deliver a sustainable natural environment while also meeting the needs of housing,
infrastructure, and food production.

The group will, as a top priority, develop up to three headline policies that the party can
communicate widely to help elect as many Liberal Democrats as possible — especially at the next
general election.

It will build on the policies in our 2024 general election manifesto, as well the motions Standing up
for Rural Areas (2022) and Securing the Future of Rural and Coastal Education (2026). It will not
consider farming or fishing policies as these were covered in policy paper 154 Food and Farming
(2023). While addressing rural housing and other issues set out above, the group will not re-open
policies developed in policy paper 156 Tackling the Nature Crisis (2023) or policy paper 155 Tackling
the Housing Crisis (2023) although it may build upon them.

The group will also consider the need for institutional change at central, regional and local
government levels to embed these approaches firmly in policy.
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It will take evidence and consult widely both within and outside the party. This evidence should
inform the group’s proposals, which will be presented alongside an analysis of costs and an Equalities
Impact Assessment.

A policy paper of no longer than 10,000 words should be produced for debate at Autumn Conference
2027. Prior to that a consultative session should be held at Spring Conference 2027, and a draft
policy paper should be presented to the Federal Policy Committee by June 2027.



