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Remit – Victims of Crime 

 

Victims of crime frequently feel let down by the way they are treated by society in general and the  

legal system in particular. Because of the adversarial nature of the court system, they can find 

themselves being treated as mere witnesses rather than participants. They also face severe court 

backlogs, and having to navigate confusing processes that drive high withdrawal rates in sensitive 

cases. The Victims' Commissioner's victim survey 2024 revealed widespread low confidence in the 

justice system: fewer than half of victims (42%) believe they can get justice, while just 46% are 

confident in its effectiveness and only 51% in its fairness.  

 

The Liberal Democrats have consistently championed the rights of victims of crime, most recently 

securing free sentencing remarks for all victims and successfully campaigning for a domestic abuse 

identifier at sentencing to ensure domestic abuse perpetrators are properly recognised within the 

justice system, strengthening protection for survivors. We continue to campaign for all court 

transcripts to be provided free of charge to victims and for wider reforms to put victims at the heart 

of the criminal justice system. 

 

This working group will develop policies to further this work and tackle key problems victims face, in 

a way that communicates our values and helps to secure the election of as many Liberal Democrats 

as possible at local, regional and national level. 

 

The group will specifically consider: 

 

●​ How to improve victims' whole journey through the system, including communications from 

official bodies, and who should have institutional responsibility for that. 

●​ Whether special measures for victims in court should be provided by default, rather than 

requiring victims to request them. 

●​ How to improve the way police treat victims, including changes to police training and 

powers, and how particular offences, such as stalking, are dealt with. 

●​ How the police, prosecutors and courts respond to violence against women and girls, 

including incidents with an intersectional dimension, and consider whether existing 

protections and support are sufficient. 

●​ Ensuring that public services outside the justice process directly, such as the health and 

education systems and local government, are sensitive to the needs of victims and support 

them in a joined-up way. 

●​ Provision of suitable local victim support services. 

●​ How to meet the particular needs of disabled victims, ethnic minorities, children and young 

people, and other vulnerable individuals, who frequently report poorer experiences of the 

criminal justice system and feel they are treated with less respect.  

 

The group will, as a top priority, develop up to three headline policies that the party can 

communicate widely to help elect as many Liberal Democrats as possible – especially at the next 

general election. 
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It will build on the policies in our 2024 general election manifesto, as well the motions Access to 

Justice (2025), Policing Fit for the Future (2025) and Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (2021).  

 

The group will also consider the need for institutional change at central, regional and local 

government levels to embed these approaches firmly in policy.  

 

It will take evidence and consult widely both within and outside the party. This evidence should 

inform the group’s proposals, which will be presented alongside an analysis of costs and an Equalities 

Impact Assessment.   

 

A policy paper of no longer than 10,000 words should be produced for debate at Autumn Conference 

2027. Prior to that a consultative session should be held at Spring Conference 2027, and a draft 

policy paper should be presented to the Federal Policy Committee by June 2027. 
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