Primary Healthcare working group — draft remit

The crisis in primary healthcare is one of the biggest challenges people face. Millions of
people wait weeks for a GP appointment, and seeing an NHS dentist can be almost
impossible. This is bad for patients and bad for the NHS, putting more pressure on
ambulances and A&E as more people end up in hospital who shouldn’t have to be there.

If we get it right, a well-functioning primary care system can help unlock a healthier life for us
all, and a better and more effective NHS.

This working group will develop policies to tackle this crisis, in a way that communicates our
values and helps to secure the election of as many Liberal Democrats as possible at local,
regional and national level, in order to promote our vision of society.

It will set out proposals to:

e Improve early access to GP services, community pharmacies and dentists, helping to
shift more healthcare out of hospitals and into communities
Free up more of GPs’ time to focus on core services for patients
Invest in the primary care estate and upgrade out-of-date facilities
End “dental deserts” so everyone who needs one can see an NHS dentist in their
local area

e Build on the Pharmacy First approach to give patients more accessible routine
services and ease the pressure on GPs.

e Tackle medicine supply issues faced by community pharmacies, so people can get
their prescriptions filled when they need them

e Tackle the particular challenges faced by rural communities in relation to primary
healthcare

The group will, as a top priority, develop up to three headline policies that the party can
communicate widely to help elect as many Liberal Democrats as possible — especially at the
next general election.

It will build on the policies in our 2024 general election manifesto, as well the motions
Access to Dental Services and Our Plan to Save the NHS, passed by conference in 2023
and 2024 respectively. (It will not look at mental health services, as these are being covered
by a separate working group.)

The group will also consider the need for institutional change at central, regional and local
government levels to embed these approaches firmly in policy.

It will take evidence and consult widely both within and outside the party. This evidence
should inform the group’s proposals, which will be presented alongside an analysis of costs
and an Equalities Impact Assessment.

A policy paper of no longer than 10,000 words should be produced for debate at Autumn
Conference 2026. Prior to that a consultative session should be held at Spring Conference


https://www.libdems.org.uk/manifesto
https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/spring-2023/f5
https://www.libdems.org.uk/conference/motions/autumn-2024/f17

2026, and a draft policy paper should be presented to the Federal Policy Committee by June
2026.
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