Exeter Parliamentary Constituency Profile.

About Exeter

The Exeter constituency is situated within the City of Exeter which is the capital city of Devon.
The city has a long and illustrious history exemplified by the medieval Cathedral at the heart of the city. The boundaries of the new Parliamentary seat are within the jurisdiction of Exeter City Council ( 10 of the 13 wards), the eastern three wards now form a part of the new Exeter East and Exmouth parliamentary seat.
Major institutions within the City include the headquarters of Devon County Council, the higher tier authority; the University of Exeter, a Russell group university with approximately 30,000 FTE students many from overseas; the headquarters of the Met Office; the headquarters of Devon and Cornwall Police; Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital; our sporting heritage is linked to the Exeter Chiefs the highly successful rugby union club and Exeter City football club recently promoted to League One which is also a member owned club.
Primary and secondary education provision is operated via an academy system, there are no continuing grammar schools but two highly successful private schools – Exeter School and Maynards.
This seat is best considered as an urban/city mix. Exeter has an estimated population of 128,900 and is at the heart of a travel to work area of over 470,000 residents. 
The city does act as a pull economic agent for its surrounding areas with many people commuting to work in the city. The city is served by two railways lines one from Paddington and the other from Waterloo both are operated by Great Western. The M5/A30 are the two main road arteries that are linked to the city.

For more information about Exeter please use this link:
https://exeter.gov.uk/business/relocating-to-exeter/exeter-economy-in-numbers/


Issues relating to living in Exeter

Relatively high housing costs especially in the rented sector - 75% of which is student occupied
High cost of purchasing housing and larger developments only taking place on the outskirts of the city. The city boundaries do not allow for much additional housing growth, without loss of green space. Low wages levels v high cost of living. Whilst the university and others have introduced a number of high paid jobs many residents are on very low wages. 

Political Profile of Exeter

Parliamentary
The current MP, Ben Bradshaw first elected in 1997 is standing down at the next election.    Steve Race a councillor from Hackney who works for the Exeter MP has been selected as the new Labour candidate. Prior to 1997 the seat was held by both Conservative and Labour MP’s. In 2019 the Liberal Democrats were forced to stand down to ensure the Greens stood down in Totnes. Over the years Ben Bradshaw has built up a moderate political profile and is seen as a good constituency MP and has been able to convince many middle of the road voters to support him.
 The Conservatives treated Exeter as a marginal seat in the past but recently the constant change of candidates from election to election has meant they have only retained a distant second place.

Past General Election Results
	
	2010
	2015
	2017
	2019

	Labour
	38.17%
	46.4%
	61.9%
	53.17%

	Conservative
	32.96%
	33.1%
	32.87%
	34.66%

	Lib Dem
	20.25%
	4.3%
	2.81%
	   ------

	Green
	1.52%
	6.46%
	1.85%
	8.6%

	Others
	7.1% (3)
	9.75% (2)
	0.5% (2)
	3.54% (3)

	Turnout
	67.85%
	70.44%
	71.83%
	68.76%

	Electorate
	77158
	76968
	77330
	82054



Local Government
Exeter is a part of a two-tier system. The Exeter City Council area returns 9 County Councillors;
In 2021 – 2 Cons and 7 Labour. These are the only Labour County Councillors on Devon County Council. The Lib Dems are the official opposition to the Conservatives at County Hall. Only one of the Conservative County Councillors represents electors in the Exeter parliamentary constituency. The next elections are due in 2025.
Exeter City Council is made up of 13 – three member wards and elections are held on a thirds system meaning that including county council elections ; local elections are held every year in Exeter.
Following the May 2023 city council elections, the current composition of the Council is : 25 Labour; 6 Green; 4 Con and 3 LD and 1 Ind. The Lib Dems and Greens work together on the council as the Progressive Group operating a co-leadership system. This arrangement has been ongoing since 2019. There is no electoral pact or arrangement with the Green Party we are merely aware of which wards each party are targeting.

The Progressive Group is now the official opposition to Labour on the Council. Of the ten wards in the new constituency five are held solely by Labour the other 5 have PG councillors (9 to Lab 6). The Conservatives have no City Councillors within the Exeter parliamentary constituency they are all within the new Exeter East and Exmouth seat. To understand the local election position in more detail I would recommend opening the attached link from the Exeter Observer an online newspaper:

https://exeterobserver.org/2023/05/05/exeter-electoral-tectonic-plates-rumble-political-landscape-shifts-labour-takes-second-conservative-seat-topsham-loses-st-thomas-green-wins-heavitree-st-davids-newtown-st-leonards-place-party-second-2023-city-council-elections/

The Local Party
The Local Party operates as a single entity covering the entire constituency, we are currently discussing with  Exeter East and Exmouth Liberal Democrats future joint campaigning arrangements as the bulk of their Councillors are on East Devon District Council and are elected every four years.
Our membership has remained steady at about 120 for the last two years. We ensure that the University Student Liberal Democrats are involved with the local party. many have gone on to become party employees or candidates and even the Party President!
The Local party operates via an Executive Committee which meets on a monthly basis to conduct local party business.
Financially we have some reserves due to generous past donations, some of which are ear marked for the next General Election.
All our councillors support our Development fund via 10% tithing payments from their council allowances. This fund is also used to pay local election costs and regular Focus editions currently distributed in the two wards held by Liberal Democrats.

The Future
We are keen to have a parliamentary candidate in-place in order to help develop campaigning across Exeter. We do believe that there is an opportunity in Exeter for Liberal Democrats to move into the challenging position and then move on to gain the seat. Without Ben Bradshaw and a weakened Conservative Party there is the potential for a campaigning Liberal Democrat to make the progress we have not made in the past. Annual elections for the City Council we believe will enable us to become a Progressive Group administration within a few years.

If you think you are the right person, to be in the right place, at the right time – please apply.

