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East Wiltshire Political Opportunities
East Wiltshire is a new constituency first contested at the 2024 General Election. It is a large rural constituency stretching from Wanborough in the north to Amesbury in the south. Amesbury is the largest town in the constituency with a population of 13,000. Other centres of population include Marlborough, Wroughton and Tidworth, together with a huge number of villages. The majority of the constituency falls within Wiltshire County Council, with two wards (Wroughton and Wichelstowe, and Chiseldon and Ridgeway) falling under Swindon Borough Council.

At the 2024 general election the Conservative candidate was Danny Kruger, previously the MP for the now defunct Devizes constituency, which he held with 63% of the vote. The Liberal Democrats were a distant second in 2019 with 16% of the vote, just ahead of Labour on 15.4% of the vote and the Green Party trailing on 5.5%. 

In 2024, the main tactical voting websites awarded their approval to Labour in the new constituency because of the integration of the two wards from Swindon Borough Council and also Amesbury. This did not reflect the makeup of the additional wards – The Swindon wards in particular had historically voted Conservative in the local elections, with the Lib Dems a close second. The constituency as a whole could only be won by converting significant numbers of Conservative voters, and it was clear that disaffected Conservatives would not vote for Labour. 

In outturn, The Lib Dem campaign did manage to swing a significant number of Conservative voters, and many others stayed at home or voted Reform, but in the end, the award of the tactical vote to Labour caused a significant swing of progressive voters towards them. The Conservatives won, but with only 35% of the vote. Labour came second at 25%, with the Lib Dems trailing at 17%, less than 1 percentage point ahead of Reform. There is clearly a sufficient progressive vote in East Wiltshire to win a parliamentary seat, but it will need to be fully aligned behind one candidate.

In May 2025 the Liberal Democrats ousted the Conservatives in control of Wiltshire County Council, winning 43 of 98 seats, and forming a ruling coalition with a number of independent councillors. East Wiltshire saw the election of its first Wiltshire County Councillors in Marlborough East and Amesbury. Labour won one seat in total (in Salisbury) and did not contest the majority of rural seats.

In May 2026 East Wiltshire Liberal Democrats campaigned hard in the two wards which fall within the Swindon Borough Council, with a full slate of actively engaged candidates and the support of the tactical voting sites. In outturn, we won one seat in the Wroughton and Wichelstowe ward, coming within 22 votes of taking a second. The Conservatives held onto the remaining seats across both wards.

In September 2025 East Wiltshire MP Danny Kruger defected to Reform leaving the local Conservative party in disarray. With the Lib Dems placing ourselves as the natural alternative to Reform, it is likely that the next General Election will provide a significant opportunity. 

The Executive Committee of the East Wiltshire Liberal Democrats local party has been working hard, both to win the local elections, but also to build the grass roots machine that will help us to win the next General Election. There is a significant opportunity for our new prospective parliamentary candidate to get involved in this ongoing process, and to build their brand in the constituency so that we are ready to win at the next opportunity.
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